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Division 37:  National Trust of Australia (WA), $3 226 000 - 
Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts, Minister for Heritage. 

Mr T.E. Perrigo, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr P. Cirillo, Manager, Finance and Audit. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member for Geraldton. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer the minister to the last dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” on page 631, 
which relates to web-delivered information.  Can the minister expand on that or provide further information on 
that? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Yes, I would ask Mr Perrigo to elaborate on that, please.   

[11.35 am] 

Mr T.E. Perrigo:  As members know, the National Trust is an educational institution under its act of Parliament.  
We believe it is our major role to increase the use of the web.  We have already spent a considerable amount of 
time and money developing educational packages for K-12, and we wish to expand that next year.  In addition, 
we have an extensive property portfolio.  It is our intent over the next few years to include, to a great degree, our 
property portfolio on the web, so that by almost a virtual experience of visiting the web, it would encourage 
actual visitation. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  Further to that answer, is there any opportunity for local governments to have a direct link from 
their web pages to the National Trust? For example, could the Shire of Greenough, with the Greenough family, 
have a direct link into that? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  That sounds like a very good idea to me, but I will ask Mr Perrigo to respond. 

Mr T.E. Perrigo:  The National Trust already has partnership arrangements with a significant number of local 
governments.  Absolutely these are done in conjunction with local government and they definitely will include 
the web.  Already the Shire of Greenough, which the member mentioned, has links to both, and that is working 
very effectively. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The Shire of Greenough, of course, won the organisation of the year heritage award the 
other night, at which the member for Geraldton was present. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  It certainly did.  It is a well-deserved award. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Another big Geraldton victory.  The streets are paved with gold.   

Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  My question refers to page 634.  The fourth dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2006-
07” reads, “The continuing conservation and interpretation of Jarrahdale.”  As Jarrahdale is in my electorate, I 
ask: what does that mean? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I will ask Mr Perrigo to respond. 

Mr T.E. Perrigo:  There was a successful donation of a large piece of land by Wesfarmers to the National Trust.  
The Shire of Serpentine-Jarrahdale and the National Trust have entered into a partnership to develop this land, 
which comprises the bulk of the town site of Jarrahdale.  To date, we have completed all the plans for that 
conservation and interpretation, which includes a business plan, and we are now developing it into a major 
heritage asset.  It is anticipated that within one to two years this will be a tourism destination and, as it is 
40 minutes from the city of Perth, we expect big things. 

At the moment, we are concentrating on the conservation and interpretation of the natural environment, which 
includes walk trails.  We anticipate that, hopefully, this year we will complete a major tourism attraction in the 
form of a covered walkway, the funding of which will include federal money, and commence the completion of 
the mill manager’s house, which is a significant heritage asset. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  Is that all part of the Jarrahdale heritage site project? 

Mr T.E. Perrigo:  Yes. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  With the development of the heritage park, does the National Trust still own the timber 
mill? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I will ask Mr Perrigo to respond. 
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Mr T.E. Perrigo:  Yes, the National Trust does own the timber mill.  We have leased it to Heritage Sawmillers.  
Currently, we are seeking approval from the Forest Products Commission to get a supply of third grade timber 
which will encourage and, hopefully, allow that heritage sawmill to continue into the future as an active working 
sawmill. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  It is a fantastic project that employs seven local people. 
Mr S.R. HILL:  I refer the minister to page 636, and the line item “Employee benefits expenses” under the 
heading “Expenses”.  I note there are 24 full-time employees across the years.  Are any of those FTEs based in 
the regions? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I will ask Mr Cirillo to respond. 

Mr P. Cirillo:  No, the 24 FTEs are not based in the regions. 
Mr S.R. HILL:  Are any of them based in the regions? 

Mr P. Cirillo:  No, not the 24. 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Obviously, a lot of members of the National Trust live in the regions and a lot of the 
people who volunteer their time live in the regions, but the actual employees of the National Trust are not 
located in the regions. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  I refer to the line item of “Grants and subsidies” on page 639.  The 2005-06 budget 
allocation is $1.5 million.  Why has the 2006-07 budget estimate been reduced to $328 000? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The advice that I received from the National Trust was that the reduction in grants and 
subsidies from $1.570 million in 2005-06 to $328 000 in 2006-07 is due to the Luisini Winery project grant 
expected in 2005-06. 
Mr A.J. SIMPSON:  Where is that winery? 
Mr T.E. Perrigo:  The winery is located within the City of Joondalup, right on the border of the Swan Valley.  It 
is in significant ruin at the moment and the National Trust is developing it as a major tourist attraction.  It is also 
on the boundary of Lake Goolellal.  It is a fabulous project and it will be the first boutique Italian museum in 
Australia.  It will have a wine education centre and a cafe and, hopefully, it will also house an environmental 
education centre for the City of Joondalup. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  This is the first time in years that members have asked questions on the National Trust. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  My question relates to the third last dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2006 07” on 
page 634 which reads -  

The development of a revolving fund for the build environment. 

Will the minister please elaborate? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I will ask Mr Perrigo to elaborate on that. 

Mr T.E. Perrigo:  This is a very exciting project that has not quite got up, but it is one on which we have had a 
number of discussions.  Most members know that a significant portfolio of heritage places owned by the 
government is currently under the control of the Department for Planning and Infrastructure.  The National Trust 
operates a revolving fund, the natural environment, which buys and sells land for conservation and puts 
covenants on the titles.  It is a very successful program, I might add.  The National Trust has entered into 
discussions with the DPI and we believe that it is in the interests of this state and its heritage to establish a 
revolving fund for the state government.  That means the excess heritage buildings could be sold, leased or 
transferred with appropriate heritage protection agreements, with the money raised to go back into heritage 
properties that are owned and operated by the state government for the purposes of the public.  It has not quite 
got up, but we know we have significant interest from the DPI and we are looking forward to developing this 
further. 
The appropriation was recommended. 
 


